
Dear Brethren,        January 18, 2017 

 

The following is a document to outline stake policies regarding Scouting activities including travel and 

fund raising. 

 

Travel  

-Destination of the high adventure activity must be located within a 10-hour drive of the stake.  

-Destination for a Philmont type high adventure activity must be within two 10-hour driving days of 

travel.  These activities are limited to once every four years and require stake presidency approval. 

-Philmont type high adventure activities are to be spaced far enough away from trek years to avoid 

financial burden on families and protect leaders vacation time that they would give to these activities.    

 

Church Scouting Handbook regarding travel: 

Scout groups should not travel to or from camps on Sunday. Plans for outings should ensure that 

Aaronic Priesthood brethren and other members can fulfill their regular Church assignments.  

Travel policy from Handbook 2 

Leaders should follow the travel policies outlined in Handbook 2 (13.6.24). In addition, members who 

travel in Church-sponsored Scouting groups should prepare tour and activity plans and receive approval 

from appropriate priesthood leaders. Church Scouting units may not own or acquire automobiles or 

buses for travel.  When using private passenger vehicles, each driver should be a licensed, responsible 

adult. All vehicles and drivers should be covered by reasonable amounts of insurance. Drivers should be 

instructed to obey all laws, to make sure their vehicle is in safe operating condition, and to ensure that 

each person properly uses a seat belt. Drivers should also be instructed not to drive if they are drowsy, 

not to use mobile phones while driving, and not to engage in other behaviors that would distract them.  

BSA Travel guidelines-- 

http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/HealthandSafety/GSS/gss11.aspx 

Driving time is limited to a maximum of 10 hours in one 24-hour period regardless of the number of 

drivers available. Driving time must be interrupted by frequent rest, food, and/or recreation stops. The 

intention is to include sleep and thorough rest breaks while traveling long distances. Don't drive while 

drowsy. Stop for rest and stretch breaks as needed. Fatigue is a major cause of highway accident 

fatalities. 

 

Funding and Fundraising 

Handbook 2- 



8.13.7 Funding for Activities 

Funding for Aaronic Priesthood activities, including Scouting activities where they are authorized by the 

Church, should come from the ward budget (see 13.2.8). 

Funding for an Annual Camp or Similar Activity 

If the ward budget does not have sufficient funds to pay for an annual extended Scout camp or similar 

activity for young men, leaders may ask participants to pay for part or all of it. If funds from participants 

are not sufficient, the bishop may authorize one group fund-raising activity annually that complies with 

the guidelines in 13.6.8. 

13.6.8  

Fund-Raising Activities 

Fund-raising activities are not usually approved because expenses for stake and ward activities are paid 

with budget funds. As an exception, a stake president or bishop may authorize one group fund-raising 

activity each year. Such an activity may be held to raise funds for the following purposes only: 

1. To help pay the cost of one annual camp or similar activity as outlined in 13.2.8. 

2. To help purchase equipment that the unit needs for annual camps as outlined in 13.2.9. 

If a fund-raising activity is held, it should provide a meaningful value or service. It should be a positive 

experience that builds unity. 

 

Contributions to fund-raising activities are voluntary. Priesthood leaders should take special care to 

ensure that members do not feel obligated to contribute. 

 

Stakes and wards that sponsor fund-raising activities should not advertise or solicit beyond their 

boundaries. Nor should they sell products or services door to door. 

 

Examples of fund-raising activities that are not approved include: 

1. Activities that would be taxable. 

2. Activities completed with paid labor, either by employees or by contract. 

3. Entertainment for which the stake or ward pays performers for their services, when admission is 

charged, and when the intent of the activity is to raise funds. 

4. The sale of commercial goods or services, including food storage items. 

5. Games of chance, such as raffles, lotteries, and bingo. 

Any exceptions to these instructions must be approved by a member of the Presidency of the Seventy or 

the Area Presidency. 



 

Scouting Bank accounts 

Handbook 1    

13.6.7  Managing Stake and Ward Checking Accounts 

 

Each stake normally has one checking account. The stake president manages it, though his counselors 

and clerks may assist him. The counselor who serves as chairman of the stake audit committee generally 

should not sign checks or otherwise be involved in stake financial record keeping. 

 

All ward funds are handled in one checking account. The bishop manages the account, though his 

counselors and clerks may assist him. 

 

Each check must have two authorized signatures. Usually the stake president, his counselors, and the 

clerk assigned to finances are authorized to sign checks for the stake account. Usually the bishop, his 

counselors, and the clerk assigned to finances are authorized to sign checks for the ward account. An 

authorized check signer should not sign a check if he is the payee or the fast-offering beneficiary. 

 

Although counselors may be authorized to sign checks, they should not do so unless the stake president 

or bishop has approved the expenditure. 

 

A check should not be signed until it is filled out completely. 

 

Each month the stake president or bishop promptly reviews the Church unit financial statement or the 

bank statement and gives it to a clerk to be reconciled. 

 

Each month a stake clerk reconciles the stake checking account and the local deposit bank account (if 

one exists) and funds in the “Other” category (if any). Each month a ward clerk reconciles the ward 

checking account, funds in the “Other” category, and any other financial records required. The clerk 

signs the reconciliation. The stake president or bishop then reviews and signs the reconciliation. 

 

Checkbooks and blank checks should be stored in a locked file or cabinet. They must not be left 

unattended when they are not locked securely. If any blank checks are missing, the stake president or 

bishop immediately reports the numbers of these checks to Church headquarters or the assigned 

administrative office. He also requests a stop payment on the missing checks. 



 

Stakes and wards that have checking accounts may not have savings accounts. 

 

Quorums, auxiliaries, and Scout organizations may not have checking accounts, savings accounts, or 

petty cash funds. Their budgeted expenses are all paid through the stake or ward checking account. 

 

The Friends of Scouting fund drive in the United States will continue as a separate, voluntary solicitation. 

In no case should the expenses or travel for an annual camp or similar activity be excessive. Nor should 

the lack of personal funds prohibit a member from participating. 

(as a Round Rock Stake policy we ask that the request for funds be spaced far enough apart as to not 

burden members) 

Funding for Equipment and Supplies: 

If possible, equipment and supplies that the ward needs for annual youth camps are purchased with 

ward budget funds. If these funds are not sufficient, the bishop may authorize one group fund-raising 

activity annually that complies with the guidelines in 13.6.8. 

Equipment and supplies purchased with Church funds, whether from the ward budget or a fund-raising 

activity, are for Church use only. They are not for the personal use of individuals or families. 

Church funds may not be used to purchase uniforms for individuals. 

 

 


